= | THE FIRST SETTLER IN HILLSBORO

A Bicgraphy of John McNeel
; ;’ By Eliz b2th C. Sheeb
| John McNeel was born in Freder-| . case '.
{ek couniy, Virginia, in 1745, and! o8 '
§ passed muc-h of his early life in Cum=| cosias
! berirnd, Maucyland. ) m
<o MT; McNeel seemed to be fond of |
athletics and in a contest his antag- 'Yﬁl“:'j
onist was badly injured. To avoid of |
arrest and trial for murder he fled 38
' and followed the trend of che Alles| i, ,l.
ghenies. A long while was gpent in f‘
the wilderness without much food, ﬁr o
causing suffering of the mind andf "
the shape his body was in cannot bﬁi *’ | _-;

im:gined by any of us. Finally go |q S
ing deeper and deeper into the Wil- \,;- }
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This seemed Jike home O MTr. Me- ‘\VG
Neel and he decided %o settle hsre. wh
He chose a pilace tO buiid his cabuin pe:
near the present home owned ¥ |
Hon. M. J. McNeel. Traces of Tis{es
cabin have been seen DY Many peuple | pp
yet living, between the gate and the |

public road and his residence. 1f} oy
' this spot could be traced. it would re

=== be well to mark it with a piece of | pq

i by | Lievels District.

marble gotten close by to show that
he was the first settler in Little in
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guilt and prayed with & broken heari, | »¢
'and hunted for food, subsist.ng most | w
'ly on venison and trout.

One day while hunting he met
' Charles and Edward Kennison from
his old home, who had come here|p
prospecting for a situation. From |p,
these men he learned that the man
he had been boxing with was no%
'killed and not even seriously hurt. |

This was indeed good news to him, |,
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.| his old home, who had come here

'hi(rr‘] prospecting for a situation. From

these men he learned that the man
he had been boxing with was no%
ro- | Killed and not even seriously hurt.
or| This was indeed good news to him,
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| M:. McNeel shared his cabin with

1p- his friends and helped thiem clear a
-d- | tract of land adjoining his uraet.
nd . The three then se. out for the lower
e ’valley of Virginia.
fi-1 Waile visiting home John McNeel
es  married Martha Davis who was born
of i in Wales in 1740. Shortly after
r- { their marriasge they came oub U
e | Levels, A few acres was soon clear
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and nuntved Ior 1ood, subsisting most |
ly on venison and trout.

| | One day while hunting he met
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, i ,;f“]';"} 1;;-'ee ll}en :e “ uut,fr:xr the lower \:ﬂhm
B valley of Virginia. coal
\Vf.liit:’ visiving nome John McNeel\ - |
-.’n]a””,(} Martha Davis wi:0 was born wor
in Wales in 1740. Shoruly after|go
their marriage they came oubt 0| Rlo
Levels, A few acres was soon Clear | an |
s | ed off, and plenty to subsist upon | Th
& | was raised. - as
v Mr. McNeel was deeply impressed | qar
" [ with & sense of gratitude to God for | gjy
»(his care, and after all to fall into|
' [such a wealthy place that he built a gir
|place for worship, the White Pole| e
|ehurch. co
| In afew years the Dunmore war|mp
fopened up. McNeel and the tHwo
~ | Kennisons went into camp at Lewis- | g
®|burg and joined the expedition ab| o
% [ Point Pleasant, October 10. 1774.
* | They went across the Eastern moun- | 3
tain and enlisted in same company !
. [that went from Krederick county,
|8erved through the Revolution an
then took up the peaceful trend _‘
thgr lives where they had left off,
bile. Mr. McNeel was at P
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Point Pleasant, ctober 10. T74.

tain and enlisted in same company |
that went from Frederick county,
served through the Revolution and
then took up the peaceful trend of
their lives where they had left off.

While Mr. McNeel was at Point
Pileasant a child was born and died
before his return. The mother with
her own bhands prepared

and grave and biuried it.
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twenty years of age. Mr.
aiso laid the foundation of the Meth-

Methodism in Poeahontas county.
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Mrs. John McNeel laid the first th
{body to rest in the McNeel graveyard br

Mr. McNeel lived to be ei
of age and dled in 1825,
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